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This was my first Ninebarrow concert and 
having recently reviewed their latest 
album The Hour Of The Blackbird for 
Unicorn Folk I was particularly interested 
to see how they would cope without, or 
compensate for, the two choirs that were 
a key part of that album. 

Ninebarrow are Jon Whitley and Jay 
LaBouchardiere a former teacher and GP 
respectively before they decided to 
become full time musicians in 2016 
although they had already brought out 2 
albums by that time. Jon plays a variety of instruments and on this occasion brought along a 
guitar, mandola and keyboards whilst Jay played the reed organ or perhaps a harmonium 
which is a type of reed organ (I think!).

Before they started Jon explained that they had been suffering from heavy colds which had 
affected their vocal chords, Jay’s in particular, though I have to say that I didn’t notice that 
either were struggling and in concert they very effectively reproduced their unique vocals 
that I had hitherto heard only on record, though with the added electricity that only a live 
performance can bring.

They opened the set with Walk With Me from their 2023 album The Colour Of Night and 
then continued with a cover of a Bob Dylan song I Shall Be Released which I don’t think 
they have actually recorded and to be honest I hadn’t heard before. 

Most of the songs were taken from either The Colour Of Night or their 2021 album A 
Pocket Full Of Acorns and of course quite a few from both featured on The Hour Of The 
Blackbird as did The Weeds from their earliest days of performing. The latter was one of 
two songs that they performed with the assistance of recorded backing from the two choirs 
that performed on their most recent album, the other one being Hey John Barleycorn.

I was interested to see how the boys would address the absence of a choir, or two, 
following the release of their latest album which I was very impressed with (read the review 
HERE) and thought that the choirs definitely enhanced their sound. As they explained, it is 
quite tricky to perform live along with a recording and the timing is a key part of this, but I 
thought that it actually worked quite well. Listening to the album whilst driving back in the 
car it is clear that the mix on the album delivers a superior version of the songs that were 
attempted live with the recordings, but I think they were right to try and replicate the two 
songs from the latest album simply because it is their latest album. Perhaps when they 
have released another album it might be better to present just a stripped back live 
performance which they are clearly so good at anyway.

https://unicornfolk.uk/reviews/


The second half opened with a cover of Christy Moore’s Ride On which they more than did 
justice to despite it being such a well known song and their version added a new 
dimension. They followed that with the magical Names In The Sky also taken from The 
Colour Of Night.

All too soon however the concert was coming to a close and perhaps a little earlier than it 
might have been though the ticket prices were very reasonable at only £19. It may have 
had something to do with the earlier explanation involving the recent colds and I noticed 
that Jon did almost all the talking and introductions between the songs. That was perhaps 
my one criticism in that I thought there was a little bit too much talking, interesting though 
the stories were, and not quite enough singing, though again that may have been unusual 
and designed to further protect Jay’s voice. The pair produce such beautiful harmonies that 
I was left wanting to listen to a bit more though of course that is an old showbiz maxim – 
“always leave them wanting more”! 

There are still plenty of dates left on Ninebarrow’s current tour which continues until almost 
the end of November and if you get a chance to go to the album launch with the choirs in 
Poole on 1st November do take it, though tickets are selling fast! Here’s a link to the 
Ninebarrow website for tickets and other information about the duo.
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