Blowzabella

at Cecil Sharp House
Saturday 25th October 2025
Concert review by Carl Filby

Blowzabella have always been one of my
favourite bands but for one reason or
another (bringing up family mainly) |
haven’t seen them for over 30 years.

My first acquaintance was back in 1986 at
Reading Folk Club when, owing to illness,
only 3 members of the band were able to
play. Not only was | not disappointed, |
was totally blown away by Paul James,
Nigel Eaton and | think possibly Dave
Shepherd and the effect was multiplied
when | got to see the full band just a few
months later.

Although the opportunity to see them since the early 1990’s doesn’t seem to have arisen | have
bought all their albumes, initially on vinyl and then digital download, so | have kept in touch and
held my own little concerts in our living room but the real thing is just so much better!

The concert opened with De Montfort / Magaloufou from the 2007 Octomento album which
provided a deceptively gentle introduction before the band hit you with their trademark ‘wall of
sound” which makes the hairs stand up on the back of your neck! Octomento was their first album
since 1990 with Gregory Jolivet on hurdy gurdy, since replaced by Benoit Michaud, but otherwise
the same line up as now with Andy Cutting, Jo Freya, Paul James, David Shepherd, Barn Stradling
and Jon Swayne. | should perhaps name their instruments as well, but frankly, we would be here
all day if | did!

One of the joys of live music is the chance to see and hear exactly which instrument is contributing
what element to the overall sound and it is both a pleasure and a necessity to remain on high alert
to observe everything that is going on musically and then | will have missed some!

The concert featured a fairly even selection of tunes from most of Blowzabella’s 13 (if | have
counted correctly) albums with the odd song to provide a contrast including All Things Are Quite
Silent in the first half which ended with Les Trois Jolis Mineurs / Umberella from their most recent
album Tilham.

The second half continued in the same glorious vein opening with Black Lake and the Duck also
from Octomento and included a couple of songs, The Blacksmith sung by Jo and Topman and the
Afterguard by Paul. There was another favourite, Spaghetti Panic, apparently not played for many
years, then Remembering Patrick / Nephew Greg from latest album Tilham and finishing up with
another old favourite The Uttoxeter Souling Song / Turner’s from 2018 album Two Score.



My last Blowzabella gig before the family intervened was in High Wycombe, | think, around 1993,
and coincidentally during the interval | was talking to a chap, Dutch | think, who had last seen the
band in concert around 30 years ago as well, though in Germany. We both agreed that they sound
better than ever, which, with 30 years of practice in between shouldn’t really be surprising! The
rapturous applause of the audience suggested that we were not the only ones who thought so!

Here’s a link to the Blowzabella website where you can find details of their upcoming gigs and

events in Diss, Norfolk on November 20" and Holmfirth on 21-22 November and some tickets

seem to be still available for both. You can also find all of their music available for download at
what can only be described as bargain prices.



https://www.ninebarrow.co.uk/
https://blowzabella.co.uk/hello

