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 Concert review by Carl Filby

The timing of the trains from Royston to 
Cambridge was not great on the night and just 
finding one to get back from the gig was a 
matter of luck, but there was nothing wrong 
with the timing of the band or anything lucky 
about their performance delivered with great 
professionalism. Though the official release 
date was 23rd April tonight was effectively the 
album launch for the fourth album A wish & 
a tide  from Suffolk based husband and wife 
duo Lucy and Jon Hart, performing under the 
name Honey and The Bear. In the last few 
years the duo have gathered around them an 
excellent band and on the night were quick to 
give generous credit to the other members for 
their help in putting the album together. It was 
also a bonus to see Archie Churchill-Moss 
whom I hadn’t expected being a more 
occasional member of the band and not initially 
listed to appear in Cambridge.

Just to set the scene, the regular 4-piece band consists of Toby Shaer (playing flutes, whistles and 
fiddle + double bass) and Evan Carson (Percussion, Bodhran), both of whom are well-established 
and highly sought after musicians plus Jon and Lucy themselves, both talented multi-
instrumentalists playing a combination of guitars, bouzouki, and double bass and I think I spotted a 
ukulele in Lucy’s hands at one point. Archie Churchill-Moss (Diatonic Button Accordion) is a name 
that I am seeing with increasing frequency who makes up the more occasional appearance of the 
5-piece band.

Junction2 was pretty near full with many established Honey and The Bear fans as was confirmed 
with a show of hands and after this concert their numbers will have increased, though I think I was 
already one on the strength of their albums even before attending this, my first HaTB concert.

At the outset, Jon announced to the audience, almost in apologetic tones that they would perform 
three ‘warm-up’ numbers as he described them and would then perform the first side of the vinyl 
edition of their new album. He hoped that ‘no-one would mind’ that approach to the evening and 
judging by the hearty cheer that followed, no-one did! I certainly didn’t as I am already quite 
familiar with the new album having already reviewed it for Unicorn Folk (HERE). As for the ‘warm-
up’ numbers, if that’s what their purpose was it was very well disguised by the excellent 
performance of three tracks from earlier days - 3 Miles Out and The Swallow from their 2021 
album Journey Through The Roke and The Suffolk Hero from their 2023 album Away Beyond 
The Fret.

Then it was on to the new album and the opening track Close To The Edge which as I pointed out 
in the review embraces the more mystical side of Suffolk legends with its look at the world through 
the eyes of a merman, known as the Green Man of Orford. It is the most immediately engaging 
track on this album with it’s dancing flute played by Toby Shaer with perhaps a little more vibrancy 
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than on the album, which is fine, but that is one of the joys of live music and why it’s always worth 
the effort to hear the unique performance that comes in a concert.

I’m not going to review the concert track by track which was performed in the same order as on 
the album but instead pick out the tracks that stood out in the live performance in a way that was 
different to the album. The next track to do so was Break From The Chain about the bronze life-
size head of the Emperor Claudius discovered in 1907 by two boys from Rendham in Suffolk on 
the banks of the River Alde. Jon added an anecdote about the head which was apparently 
acquired by the boys’ teacher and sold to the British Museum where it still is for £15,000.

The audience were encouraged to sing along from the outset and did so whenever the chance 
presented itself and perhaps because we were enjoying ourselves so much the first half seemed 
to be over in a flash ending with What’s Left For Wishing which is also the final track on side 1 of 
the vinyl album. This was another track that was embellished by the live performance and the 
band ended the half in full throttle which definitely left us wanting more.

The eagerly awaited second half opened with just Lucy, Jon and Archie on stage for the next song 
which Lucy explained was dedicated to those residents on the Suffolk coast who had lost their 
homes or faced the threat of doing so at the hands of the sea, the Cruel Mistress of the title. A 
very effective rendition followed with Jon on double bass providing an inauspicious rhythm gently 
underlined by Archie, and complemented by Lucy on shaker, though more importantly the 
combination allowed Lucy’s clear voice the space to give full expression to the ominous quality of 
the song. 

This was followed by the four remaining tracks on Side 2 of the vinyl album all of which brought 
something different to the recorded versions, excellent though they are, and having mentioned the 
contributions from Toby and Archie I should also praise the brilliant understated percussion 
provided by Evan Carson. The three young virtuosos clearly enjoyed the show and frequently 
exchanged glances as they each performed their particular contribution. The last of these four 
tracks was Everything Will Be Ok which I have already picked out on the review of the CD 
version of the album and the only very slight disappointment of the evening was that the final 
‘bonus’ track on the CD, Be Still, was not played during the concert.

That ever so slight disappointment was more than offset by the remaining songs in the second half 
each one taken from a different earlier album and the much demanded encore was their version of 
Sandy Denny’s Who Knows Where The Time Goes beautifully performed and done full justice by 
Lucy. I suspect that is now becoming a firm favourite at their concerts having been released as a 
single in 2024.

Honey and The Bear have more dates around the country in Yorkshire, Chester and Lincolnshire 
in what’s left of April and also May before playing a few summer festivals. If you get half a chance 
to see them in concert I urge you to do so and buy the accompanying album. If you still need some 
persuading you can listen to two tracks from the album in ‘Filby’s Folk’ (Show 116) and probably 
another one or two in the subsequent Show 117 out in a week or so.

The album is only being sold at concerts and via HaTB’s website https://honeyandthebear.co.uk 
where you will also find details of their forthcoming gigs if you haven’t already looked them up in 
the ‘Gigs & Tours’ listing on this website.

A great evening and well worth the additional wait for a train back home in the increasingly chilly 
Cambridge Rail Station!
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